Jesus and other world religions

A BIBLICAL APPROACH TO INTERFAITH DIALOGUE

ow did Jesus view people
Hof other faiths? How did

Jesus relate to people of
other religions? Did Jesus value
the teachings and practices of
other faiths?

Generally speaking, these are
not questions that Christians have
bothered to wrestle with through-
out Church history. But the 20th
century witnessed a profound
shift in this regard. The growing
international situation of reli-
gious pluralism combined with
dramatic advances in biblical
scholarship has pushed the enve-
lope.

ONE OF THE THEMES OF
THE BIBLE 1S THAT GOD
1S A GOD OF UNIVERSAL
SALVATION—GOD’S LOVE
AND GOD’S COVENANT
EXTENDS TO ALL
HUMANITY.

Throughout the world, more
and more Christians are now
studying the New Testament
with these burning questions in
mind.

The question of Jesus and
other faiths inspired Scarboro
Missions to convene two bible
study sessions last spring. These
gatherings attracted Protestants
and Catholics from all over
Toronto. Participants studied the
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Photos this page:
Protestants and
Catholics wrestle with
New Testament texts in
which Jesus relates to
persons of other faiths.
Scarboro Missions con-
vened two bible study
sessions at its central-
house in Toronto to
examine Jesus’ view of
other faiths.
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New Testament in small groups,
each working with a different text
in which Jesus related to a person
of another religion. After much
wrestling with the biblical texts,
each group shared its learnings
and insights with the larger
plenary. Consistent themes
emerged.

One of the themes of the Bible
is that God is a God of universal
salvation—God’s love and God’s
covenant extends to all humanity.
We find this theme in both the
Hebrew scriptures and in the
teaching of Jesus.

Jesus was aware of having
been sent to the Jews: “I was sent
only to the lost sheep of the house
of Israel” (Matthew 15:24). But on
occasion he crossed the bound-
aries of race, culture and religion.

On several occasions in the
New Testament, Jesus affirmed
the faith of individuals who were
not Jews. He even presented non-
Jews (pagans) as models of faith;
for example, the Canaanite (Syro-
Phoenician) woman whose
daughter he healed (Matthew
15:21-28). Jesus was so amazed by
the faith of the Roman centurion
that he remarked, “Truly, I tell
you, nowhere in Israel have I
found such faith” (Matthew 8:10).

The parable of the Good
Samaritan (Luke 10:29-37)
contains a challenging interfaith
message. The Samaritans were
not Jews. Indeed, there was much
animosity between the two
groups. The Jews of New Testa-
ment times viewed the Samari-
tans and their religion as inferior.

But, as was his custom, Jesus

Emergency relief for tsunami victims

In the name of all our benefactors, Scarboro Missions has
sent a donation of $100,000 to the Canadian Catholic Organi-
zation for DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE in collaboration with the
appeal from Most Rev. Brendan M. O’Brien, Archbishop of
St. John’s and President of the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE is collecting funds during this
emergency appeal and in the months and years ahead for
relief and reconstruction efforts for the victims of the
tsunami in Southeast Asia.

We are most grateful for the generosity of our benefactors
and we remember you daily in our prayer.
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“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was
sick and you took care of me...just as you did it to one of the
least of these...you did it to me” (Matthew 25:35-40).

Editor’s note: The Scarboro Missions Interfaith Desk has
responded to the tsunami disaster in a number of ways. We have
received numerous phone calls from people looking for repre-
sentatives from various faiths for the many multifaith memorial
services being held in Toronto. We have spoken at some of these
events and have played a key role in organizing one of these
events at a Hindu temple. As well, Scarboro missioner Fr. David
Warren of the Interfaith Desk was interviewed for CBC TV (The
National) while taking part in a recent interfaith prayer service
and relief effort for the tsunami victims.

used an anecdote to challenge the  (John 4), he was breaking a
conventional wisdom. In the taboo—Jews were forbidden to

parable, it is the Samaritan—the have contact with the despised
outsider—who proves faithful, Samaritans.

not the two religiously observant During Lent of this year, Scar-
individuals who belong to Jesus’ boro Missions will collaborate

own faith group. The moral of the ~ with the Christian ministerial
story is clear: God’s love is association of the Scarborough

universal—it is not restricted to region of Toronto in sponsoring

any specific group, race, culture
or religion.

When Jesus sat by the Samari-
tan woman at the well and even
spent two days in her village

six bible studies. These sessions
will focus again on Jesus’ view of
other faiths and members of all
Christian denominations in the
region are welcome.co
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