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Thank you for your 
generous support of our 
work. A return envelope 

is enclosed with this issue 
for your convenience.

ORDER COPIES OF 
THIS CALENDAR

Give a gift of this calendar!

1 to 99 copies	 @	 $1.00 each
100 to 199 copies	 @	 $  .90 each	
200 to 299 copies	 @	 $  .80 each	
Over 300 copies	 @	 $  .70 each
Postage extra

Contact us with your order today 
for quick delivery!
An invoice will be included with your 
shipment.

Caring for Creation: A New Educational Ministry 
Pope Francis in his encyclical, Laudato Si, On Care for Our Common Home, 

reminds us that the Earth is our common home. He calls us to address the environ-
mental problems facing our world by seeking justice that hears “both the cry of the 
earth and the cry of the poor.” In the fall 2015, Scarboro Missions launched its new 
Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation Office Education Program. This new educa-
tional offering helps youth and adults deepen their faith while focusing on caring for 
creation and caring for vulnerable peoples. The program provides workshops, retreats, 
devotionals, and mini-missions for parishes and schools, as well as for other organiza-
tions. It is a wonderful opportunity to learn about Laudato Si, Catholic Social Teaching, 
ecological justice, climate change, and an option for the poor in an interactive and 
faith-filled format. 

To learn more about the program, please contact the Education Program 
Coordinator at jpiceducation@scarboromissions.ca.

Important Changes to Scarboro Missions magazine

Scarboro Missions has entered a time of change and discernment as our members 
get older and fewer in number and as our overseas mission presence diminishes. 

After much prayer and consideration, we have decided to begin a process to sell our 
property at 2685 Kingston Road and join other Roman Catholic religious commun-
ities in the building of a residence for our senior members, to be completed in 2018. 

These changes will affect Scarboro Missions magazine. In 2016, we will publish 
three magazine issues (including the calendar issue) and one four-page bulletin 
(September-October 2016). In 2017 and 2018, the magazine format will gradually 
evolve into a four-page bulletin format only. The last issue of the magazine will be a 
special anniversary issue to commemorate the centennial of Scarboro Missions on 
November 9, 2018. 

Everyone who wishes will continue to receive the magazine at no 
charge until the last issue in 2018. You will no longer be receiving 
renewal notices. Note that the current issue and several back issues, almost to 
1990, are available on our website at www.scarboromissions.ca.

We continue to support our mission activities overseas through grants to people 
in need, through bursaries to missionaries from other mission societies for ongoing 
study, and to our Scarboro missionaries serving in Guyana and China. In Canada, 
we continue the vital ministries of the Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation 
Office, the Interfaith Department, the Mission Centre, the magazine, and the  
website. Thank you for your continued support and prayers as we journey into the 
future while faithfully serving the mission of Jesus Christ.

We are always happy to hear from you, our readers, and welcome your com-
ments and suggestions. God bless you.

Dear partner in mission,
Once again, we celebrate the birth of Jesus. In a manger in Bethlehem, amidst the animals 

and with Joseph by her side, Mary gave birth to the Son of God. What flowed through 

their hearts that night? Certainly tenderness and love, awe and wonderment: Who would this 

infant become? 

Jesus grew in wisdom. He became a healer and teacher. He loved everyone, embracing 

the humble and the poor, and challenging the proud. He loved nature, speaking of lilies and 

birds and mustard seeds. He loved humanity so much that he underwent suffering and death 

on a cross, trusting completely in God who raised him to new life. 

Jesus is Emmanuel, “God-with-us,” the incarnation of the Creator. He offers us healing 

and eternal life. How can we respond to God’s amazing love? We can love in return. We can 

love our sisters and brothers. We can love all of creation—this Earth that is our home. Pope 

Francis, in his encyclical letter, Laudato Si, speaks of Mary and Joseph and their love of cre-

ation. 

“Mary, the Mother who cared for Jesus, now cares with maternal affection and pain 

for this wounded world. Just as her pierced heart mourned the death of Jesus, so now she 

grieves for the sufferings of the crucified poor and for the creatures of this world laid waste 

by human power. Completely transfigured, she now lives with Jesus, and all creatures sing of 

her fairness. (LS 241)

“Joseph…[was] a just man, hard-working and strong. But he also shows great tender-

ness, which is not a mark of the weak but of those who are genuinely strong, fully aware of 

reality and ready to love and serve in humility. That is why he was proclaimed custodian of 

the universal Church. He too can teach us how to show care; he can inspire us to work with 

generosity and tenderness in protecting this world which God has entrusted to us.” (LS 242)

	 In the holiday hustle and bustle, let our hearts wander back to the manger,  

to Mary and Joseph and the infant Jesus. Let us pause, also, to consider the elements of 

nature present in our celebrations: the Christmas tree, the poinsettia flowers, the animals in 

the crèche. Like Mary and Joseph, let us gaze upon the infant Jesus, in wonder, awe, love, and 

hope. Let our hearts be touched by this infant, the Prince of Peace. From Scarboro Missions, we 

wish you a blessed Christmas.∞



Faithful stewardship
Financial report 2014

By Fr. John Carten, S.F.M.

The annual audit of our financial 
records for 2014 was completed 
in the spring, and the audited 

financial statements were approved by 
the Board of Directors in June 2015 and 
filed with Canada Revenue Agency. Once 
again, this is a time to give thanks to God 
for the blessings we have received and to 
extend our gratitude to all of you for your 
continued support and generosity. We 
share with you our stewardship of your 
gifts in a summary of our 2014 revenue 
and expenditures.

Revenue sources
Our revenue in 2014 totalled 

$3,622,909 as shown in the top graph. 
This included income from donations, 
bequests, fundraising, annuities, and 
other income, as well as $500,000 that 
we used from our investment funds to 
help cover various unforeseen expenses 
during the course of the year. The areas 
of revenue are outlined as follows:

Under Basic Charity, in the amount 
of $2,430,130 (67% of revenues), we 
included general gift donations of 
$468,241 from our generous benefac-
tors and $250,458 from annual diocesan 
collections. We remain very grateful 
as well to people who have remem-
bered Scarboro Missions in their Will. 
In 2014, income from bequests totaled 
$1,597,079, representing 66% of the 
income reported under Basic Charity. 
We also received $109,664 in donations 
designated for specific projects or for the 
particular work of missioners overseas, 
and $1,480 designated for the care of 
senior missionary priests. Basic Charity 
also included $3,208 in annual mission 
cooperative income and interfaith work.

The category of Direct Fundraising 
totaled $81,780 in 2014 (2% of rev-
enues) and included $32,865 from 
Perpetual Mass enrollments; $35,320 
from the sale of our calendars, spiritual 
greeting cards, and posters; as well as 
$13,595 generated from subscriptions to 
our magazine. 

Other Income of $329,407 (9% of 
revenues) included $230,330 from the 
operation of our Mission Centre, which 
welcomes many guests each year. In 
2014 more than half of the bookings 
were from Catholic groups, parishes, and 
religious orders. Mission Centre guests 
also include support groups, as well as 
groups from other Christian denomina-
tions and faith traditions, reflecting our 
commitment to ecumenical and inter-
faith outreach. The Centre also provides 
facilitation for as many as 5,000 high 
school students on retreat each year, 
both at our Centre and at other loca-
tions. 

The category Other Income also 
included $58,917 from chaplaincy work 
carried out by many of our priests, 
and $40,160 from other miscellaneous 
income sources. 

Our gift annuity program continues 
to provide a worthwhile means for our 
benefactors to invest in charitable annu-

ities that generate regular income pay-
ments for life while also contributing to 
our mission work. Revenue from annu-
ities totaled $281,592 (8% of revenues). 

Expenditures
Our total expenditures in 2014 

amounted to $3,147,940. A total of 
$521,808 was disbursed to support mis-
sion work overseas, representing 17% of 
total expenses. This figure has decreased 
over recent years because we have closed 
several overseas missions. We also have 
many priests who have retired due to 
age or illness, and a large number of lay 
missioners who served with us faithfully 
for many years have now returned to 
Canada. Expenditures for overseas mis-
sion work in 2014 included $165,894 
for living expenses for our missioners 
and costs for their various ministries, as 
well as $109,664 designated by bene-
factors for missioners’ special projects. 
The General Council also approved 
grants totaling $176,400 for other over-
seas mission work and $69,850 was 
disbursed for the ongoing formation of 
priests from other missionary commun-
ities.

Since the time of our founding in 
1918, the Church’s understanding of 
mission has changed significantly. 

Mission still means crossing boundaries 
to reach out to people of other cultures 
and faiths, serving in creative and new 
endeavours to witness Christ’s love for 
all peoples. Today our mission is not 
only overseas but also in Canada, par-
ticularly as people from other lands con-
tinue to come here to live. It is important 
that we be witnesses of Christ, reaching 
out to people of other cultures and faiths 
within this country and entering into 
dialogue with them. As a result, more of 
our resources are being used for mission 
work in Canada. 

In 2014, Canadian ministries repre-
sented 22% of total expenditures, or 
$686,845. This work included promot-
ing interreligious dialogue ($133,594); 
justice, peace and integrity of creation 
initiatives ($39,817); the production of 
our magazine and other communications 
materials ($174,467); and the work of 
our Mission Centre ($338,967). As part 
of our ministry work in Canada, we offer 
studies in Scripture and Catholic Social 
Teaching and in 2014 there were a series 
of lectures on Scripture and on “The Joy 
of the Gospel” by Pope Francis. These 

EXPENDITURES: $3,147,940

REVENUE: $3,622,909

Continued on page 30

Central House
$410,307  13%

Sick and Retired
$443,684  14%

Support Ministries
$613,268  19%

Canadian Ministries
$686,845  22%

Overseas Ministries
$521,808  17%

Direct Fundraising
$65,605  2%

Contractual Obligations
$298,809  10%

Annuity Revenues
$281,592  8%

Other Income
$329,407  9%

Transfer from 
Investments

$500,000  14%

Direct Fundraising
$81,780  2%

Basic Charity
$2,430,130  67%

Canadian Grants and 
Donations

$107,614  3%

Above left: Lay missioner Cynthia Chu teaches English at a university in China. 
Right: Ashley Aperocho with the Fatima Church youth group in Georgetown, Guyana. Ashley has renewed her commitment for 
another year and has returned to Guyana to work with the Scarboro team in a variety of ministries in Georgetown as well as in 
remote Indigenous communities in the interior.
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Laudato Si’, 
	 mi’ Signore 
Praise be to you, 
		  my Lord.

In the words of this beautiful canticle, 
Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us that our 
common home is like a sister with whom we share our life and 
a beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us. Laudato Si #1“ ”



					     1	 2	

3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	

10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	

17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	

24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	 30	

• Mary, Mother of God
• New Year’s Day
• World Day of Peace

•	Baptism of Our Lord

•	Epiphany of the Lord

February 2016
		  1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	
	 7	 8	 9	10	11	12	13	
	14	15	16	17	18	19	20	
	21	22	23	24	25	26	27	
	28	29

December 2015
			   1	 2	 3	 4	 5	
	 6	 7	 8	 9	10	11	12	
	13	14	15	16	17	18	19	
	20	21	22	23	24	25	26	
	27	28	29	30	31

•	St. Thomas Aquinas, Dominican, 
philosopher, theologian 

•	St. Marguerite Bourgeoys, 
foundress, Notre Dame  
Congregation

•	Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
(to Jan. 25): Called to proclaim the 
mighty acts of God (1 Peter 2:9) 

	 www.oikoumene.org

JANUARY 2016
www.scarboromissions.ca

This calendar focuses on the Pope’s new encyclical, Laudato Si
(“Praise be to You”). Pope Francis tells us that we have a responsibility
to care for the Earth, as it is our common home. He calls us to a personal
change of heart and calls for humanity’s collective transformation, so that
“both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor” will be heard.

31
•	Conversion of St. Paul

•	St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774-
1821), first US born saint, widow, 
mother, founder of the Sisters of 
Charity

•	World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees

Everything is related, and we human beings are united as brothers and sisters on 
a wonderful pilgrimage, woven together by the love God has for each creature and 
which also unites us in fond affection with brother sun, sister moon, brother river 
and mother earth.  Laudato Si #92

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY



This sister now cries out to us because 
of the harm we have inflicted on her by our ir-
responsible use and abuse of the goods with which God 
has endowed her…We have forgotten that we ourselves are dust of 
the earth (Genesis 2:7); our very bodies are made up of her elements, 
we breathe her air and we receive life and refreshment from her waters. Laudato Si #2
“

”



	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	

7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	

14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	

21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	

28	 29 March
			   1	 2	 3	 4	 5	
	 6	 7	 8	 9	10	11	12	
	13	14	15	16	17	18	19	
	20	21	22	23	24	25	26	
	27	28	29	30	31

January
						      1	 2	
	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	
	10	11	12	13	14	15	16	
	17	18	19	20	21	22	23	
	24	25	26	27	28	29	30	
	31

•	Presentation of Our Lord
•	World Wetlands Day

•	Our Lady of Lourdes
•	World Day of the Sick

•	Family Day (BC)
•	Chinese New Year (Year of the 

Monkey)

•	1st Sunday of Lent
•	Valentine’s Day

•	World Day of Social Justice 
(UN)

•	St. Paul Miki & Companions 
(Japanese martyrs)

•	Family Day (ON, SK, AB)

FEBRUARY 2016

•	Ash Wednesday

•	Anniversary of the death of Sister 
Dorothy Stang, SND (1931-2005), 
advocate and martyr for the poor 
and for the environment in the 
Brazilian Amazon

www.scarboromissions.ca

Photo: The Tigwa River running through the municipality of San Fernando, 
Bukidnon, Philippines. The river is brown as a result of the massive deforestation 
that has taken place throughout the country, particularly during the Ferdinand 
Marcos regime. Deforestation results in a loss of plant and animal habitat, topsoil 
erosion, and widespread flooding. Credit: Scarboro Missions.

•	St. Peter the Apostle•	2nd Sunday of Lent

•	3rd Sunday of Lent

•	World Interfaith Harmony Week
	 (to Feb 7)

If present trends continue, this century may well witness extraordinary climate change and an unprecedented 
destruction of ecosystems, with serious consequences for all of us.  Laudato Si #24

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY



Jesus says of the birds of the air that 
“not one of them is forgotten before God” (Luke 
12:6). How then can we possibly mistreat them or cause 
them harm? I ask all Christians to recognize and live fully this di-
mension of their conversion. May the power and the light of the grace we have received 
also be evident in our relationship to other creatures and to the world around us. Laudato Si #221“

”
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13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	

20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	

27	 28	 29	 30	 31

April
						      1	 2	
	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	
	10	11	12	13	14	15	16	
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	24	25	26	27	28	29	30

February
		  1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	
	 7	 8	 9	10	11	12	13	
	14	15	16	17	18	19	20	
	21	22	23	24	25	26	27	
	28	29

•	St. Joseph 
	 (Patron of Canada)

•	Holy Thursday
•	Archbishop Oscar Romero 

martyred El Salvador, 1980

•	World Day of Prayer: “Receive 
children, receive me.” (prepared by 
the women of Cuba; www.wicc.org)

•	Holy Saturday
•	Earth Hour, 8:30 pm
	 www.earthhour.org

•	St. Patrick’s Day

•	Good Friday
•	Our Lady’s Missionaries  

founded 1949

MARCH 2016

•	5th Sunday of Lent
•	Third World Solidarity Day 

(Development and Peace 
www.devp.org)

•	International Women’s Day

•	World Water Day (UN)•	Palm Sunday

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

www.scarboromissions.ca

Photo: A Cedar Waxwing prepares to feast on a serviceberry in the photographer’s 
garden. This native plant is a favourite of Waxwings, providing cover, food sources, 
and nesting sites. Ontario, Canada. 
Credit: J. deBoehmler; www.artistic-expression.com

•	4th Sunday of Lent

•	Easter Sunday

In union with all creatures, we journey through this 
land seeking God…Let us sing as we go. May our 
struggles and our concern for this planet never take 
away the joy of our hope. Laudato Si #244



The biblical texts are to be read in 
their context…recognizing that they tell us to 
“till and keep” the garden of the world (Genesis 2:15). 
“Tilling” refers to cultivating, ploughing or working, while 
“keeping” means caring, protecting, overseeing and preserving. This implies a 
relationship of mutual responsibility between human beings and nature. Laudato Si #67“

”
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3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	

10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	

17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	

24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	 30

March
			   1	 2	 3	 4	 5	
	 6	 7	 8	 9	10	11	12	
	13	14	15	16	17	18	19	
	20	21	22	23	24	25	26	
	27	28	29	30	31

May
	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	
	 8	 9	10	11	12	13	14	
	15	16	17	18	19	20	21	
	22	23	24	25	26	27	28	
	29	30	31

•	2nd Sunday of Easter

•	Ridvan (Bahá’u’lláh, founder of 
the Baha’i faith, announces his 
mission; 12 days)

•	St. Mark the Evangelist •	St. Catherine of Siena

APRIL 2016

•	Passover (celebrates 
deliverance of the Jews from 
slavery in Egypt; 8 days)

•	3rd Sunday of Easter

•	4th Sunday of Easter
•	St. Kateri Tekakwitha, North  

America’s first Aboriginal 
saint, patroness of the  
ecology, the environment,  
and loss of parents

•	5th Sunday of Easter

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

www.scarboromissions.ca

Photo: Michael Overmars and Colleen Freake of the 2015 Bethany Garden 
Apprenticeship Program, sponsored by the Sisters of Saint Martha, Antigonish, Nova 
Scotia. The purpose of the program is to provide the opportunity for an Apprentice 
Gardener to learn about small-scale gardening and the best practices for sustainable 
food production in an environmentally friendly and responsible manner.
Credit: Sister Florence Kennedy.

•	Golden Rule Day

•	Earth Day

Living our vocation to be protectors of God’s handiwork is essential to a life of 
virtue; it is not an optional or a secondary aspect of our Christian experience. 
Laudato Si #217



The universe unfolds in God, who fills it 
completely. Hence, there is a mystical meaning 
to be found in a leaf, in a mountain trail, in a dewdrop, in a 
poor person’s face. The ideal is not only to pass from the exterior to the 
interior to discover the action of God in the soul, but also to discover God in all things.  Laudato Si #233“ ”
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						      1	 2	
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	10	11	12	13	14	15	16	
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	24	25	26	27	28	29	30

•	Victoria Day (Canada)

•	6th Sunday of Easter
•	St. Joseph the Worker

•	St. Joan of Arc, martyr

•	Pentecost Sunday
•	Vesak (celebrates Buddha’s 

birth, enlightenment and final 
demise)

•	Sts. Philip and James, Apostles

MAY 2016

•	Ascension Sunday
•	Mother’s Day

•	Visitation of Mary

www.scarboromissions.ca

Photo: Raindrops on a fern. Cameron’s Lake, James River. Antigonish County, Nova 
Scotia. Credit: Nicole Gillis.

•	Yom Hashoah (remembers the six 
million Jews who died during the 
Holocaust)

•	Holy Trinity
•	International Day for 
	 Biological Diversity

•	Corpus Christi

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

…All of us are linked by unseen bonds and together 
form a kind of universal family, a sublime communion 
which fills us with a sacred, affectionate and humble 
respect. Laudato Si #89



It is essential to show special care for in-
digenous communities and their cultural 
traditions. They are not merely one minority among 
others, but should be the principal dialogue partners, especially when 
large projects affecting their land are proposed. Laudato Si #146“ ”
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•	National Aboriginal Day 
(Canada) •	Ste. Jean Baptiste (Quebec)

•	Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles

•	Father Art MacKinnon, SFM, 
martyred, Dominican Republic 
(1965)

•	Feast of the Sacred Heart

•	World Environment Day (UN)

JUNE 2016

•	Father’s Day

•	Ramadhan (Islamic month of  
fasting begins) •	World Oceans Day (UN)

•	World Day to Combat  
Desertification and Drought (UN)

www.scarboromissions.ca

Photo: T’boli women from the village of Dungkoong, South Cotabato, Philippines. 
The T’boli are one of more than 40 aboriginal groups who inhabit the country. 
Massive deforestation in the past 40 years has dramatically changed the lifestyle of 
many of these peoples. Credit: Danny Gillis.

For them, land is not a commodity but rather a gift from God...  Laudato Si #146

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY



A true ecological approach always becomes a 
social approach; it must integrate questions of justice 
in debates on the environment, so as to hear both the cry of the 
earth and the cry of the poor. Laudato Si #49“ ”
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June
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	19	20	21	22	23	24	25	
	26	27	28	29	30

•	Canada Day

•	St. Thomas the Apostle

•	St. Benedict, founder of Western 
monasticism

•	St. Mary Magdalene

•	St. James the Apostle
•	St. Ignatius of Loyola, founder 

of the Jesuits
•	Sts. Joachim and Anne, parents of 

Mary

JULY 2016

•	Eid al-Fitr (Islamic festival of the 
Breaking of the Fast; the end of 
Ramadhan)

www.scarboromissions.ca

Photo: Malawi women collect water at the pipe. Credit: Scarboro Missions.

31

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Our world has a grave social debt towards the poor who lack access to drinking 
water, because they are denied the right to a life consistent with their inalienable 
dignity. Laudato Si #30



Love, overflowing with small gestures 
of mutual care, is also civic and political, and it 
makes itself felt in every action that seeks to build a better 
world…When we feel that God is calling us to intervene with others in 
these social dynamics, we should realize that this too is part of our spirituality.  Laudato Si #231“ ”
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•	Transfiguration
•	Anniversary of the bombing 

of Hiroshima (1945)

•	St. Maximilian Kolbe,  
Franciscan priest who 
volunteered to die in place of 
a stranger at Auschwitz

•	St. Rose of Lima, patroness of 
South America

•	Beheading of St. John the 
Baptist

•	Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary

•	Civic Holiday
•	St. Alphonsus Liguori, founder of 

the Redemptorists

AUGUST 2016

•	International Day of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples

•	Anniversary of the bombing of 
Nagasaki (1945)

www.scarboromissions.ca

Photo: Christian, Jewish, and Muslim children gather for the third annual five-day 
interfaith peace camp. King’s University College, London, Ontario. 
Credit: Walter Zimmerman.
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The ecological conversion needed to bring about 
lasting change is also a community conversion. 
Laudato Si #219



We lack an awareness of our common 
origin, of our mutual belonging, and of a future 
to be shared with everyone. This basic awareness would 
enable the development of new convictions, attitudes and forms of 
life. A great cultural, spiritual and educational challenge stands before us, 
and it will demand that we set out on the long path of renewal. Laudato Si #202“

”
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•	Labour Day

•	St. Matthew, Apostle and  
Evangelist

•	International Day of Peace (UN)

•	Sts. Andrew Kim Taegon, Paul 
Chong Hasang, and companions 
(Korean martyrs)

•	Canadian Jesuit martyrs St. Jean 
de Brébeuf, St. Isaac Jogues, and 
companions

•	Birth of Mary

SEPTEMBER 2016

•	Yom Kippur (Jewish Day of 
Atonement)

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

www.scarboromissions.ca

Photo: Owen and Isaac Ingram plant trees at a Celebration Forest planting in 2013, 
an annual event established by Reforest London as a way for families and friends 
to plant native trees in celebration or in memory of a loved one.
Credit: Sheila Creighton, ReForest London.

•	St. Vincent de Paul

If we approach nature and the environment without 
this openness to awe and wonder, if we no longer 
speak the language of fraternity and beauty in our 
relationship with the world, our attitude will be that 
of masters, consumers, ruthless exploiters, unable 
to set limits on their immediate needs. Laudato Si #11



Saint Francis is the example par excellence 
of care for the vulnerable and of an integral ecology 
lived out joyfully and authentically…He was particularly 
concerned for God’s creation and for the poor and outcast. He loved, and was 
deeply loved for his joy, his generous self-giving, his openheartedness. Laudato Si #10“

”
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•	St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus 
(patroness of missions)

•	St. Francis of Assisi, patron of 
animals, peace, and ecology

•	Thanksgiving

•	International Day for the  
Eradication of Poverty (UN)•	World Food Day (UN)

•	Sts. Simon and Jude, Apostles

OCTOBER 2016

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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Photo: A doe and her fawns in the forest near Bancroft, Ontario. 
Credit: J. deBoehmler; www.artistic-expression.com
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•	Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year; 
2 days)

•	World Mission Sunday

•	St. Luke the Evangelist

•	Diwali (Hindu 
Festival of Lights; 
signifies a renewal 
of life)

30

All it takes is one good person to restore hope!  Laudato Si #71



What kind of world do we want to leave 
to those who come after us, to children who are 
now growing up?...We need to see that what is at stake 
is our own dignity. Leaving an inhabitable planet to future 
generations is, first and foremost, up to us. The issue is one which dramatically affects us, 
for it has to do with the ultimate meaning of our earthly sojourn. Laudato Si #160“

”
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•	Christ the King

•	All Saints Day •	All Souls Day •	St. Martin de Porres (Peru)

•	Birth of Bahá’u’lláh, founder  
	 of the Baha’i faith

NOVEMBER 2016
•	1st Sunday of Advent (Cycle C)

Scarboro Missions founded by 
Monsignor John Mary Fraser 
(1918)

•	Buy Nothing Day

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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Photo: Children pause to look at the sunset. Philippines.
Credit: Scarboro Missions.

•	Remembrance Day

•	St. Andrew the Apostle

Each year sees the disappearance of thousands of plant and animal species which 
we will never know, which our children will never see, because they have been lost 
for ever. The great majority become extinct for reasons related to human activity. 
Because of us, thousands of species will no longer give glory to God by their very 
existence, nor convey their message to us. We have no such right. Laudato Si #33



        od of love, show us our place in this world 
as channels of your love for all the creatures 
of this earth,
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.
Enlighten those who possess power and money
that they may avoid the sin of indifference,
that they may love the common good, 
advance the weak, 
and care for this world in which we live.
The poor and the earth are crying out.
O Lord, seize us with your power and light, 
help us to protect all life,
to prepare for a better future,
for the coming of your Kingdom
of justice, peace, love and beauty.
Praise be to you!
Amen.
Concluding prayer of Laudato Si

G “

”
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•	St. Francis Xavier, patron of 
Scarboro Missions

•	2nd Sunday of Advent •	Immaculate Conception

•	Christmas
•	Hanukkah (Jewish Festival of 

Lights; 8 days)

•	Our Lady of Guadalupe 
(Mexico)

•	St. Stephen, First Martyr
•	Boxing Day

•	3rd Sunday of Advent

•	4th Sunday of Advent

•	Holy Innocents (Herod’s 
	 massacre of all male infants)

•	Sisters M. Clark, I. Ford, D. Kazel, 
and lay missioner J. Donovan, 
martyred, El Salvador

•	Padre Montesinos’ Advent sermon, 
1511, against the oppression and 
murder of the Indigenous peoples

DECEMBER 2016

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be 
filled with awe and contemplation... Laudato Si #246

www.scarboromissions.ca

Photo: This majestic Eastern Hemlock, an old growth forest species, is roughly 
150-200 years old. It stands on Crandall Road in Sugar Camp, Port Hawkesbury, 
Nova Scotia. Credit: Nicole Gillis.

•	St. John, Apostle and  
Evangelist •	Feast of the Holy Family



sessions are well attended and provide 
the opportunity for some of our priests 
and outside lecturers to support adult 
religious education and spirituality. 

The General Council in 2014 also 
approved donations to other Canadian 
charities to support designated mission 
work totaling $107,614 (3% of expendi-
tures). 

In 2014 Support Ministries included 
various areas of administration total-
ing $613,268 or 19% of expenditures. 
Expenses in this category included 
$72,810 for the training of a seminar-
ian studying to be a priest for Scarboro 

Missions, and other ongoing education 
and renewal programs for our priests. 
The largest item in Support Ministries 
was the cost of the office of the General 
Council and the Treasurer’s Office, 
amounting to $423,741. Also included 
in Support Ministries was the cost of 
recruitment, formation, and placement 
for Scarboro Mission’s One-Year Lay 
Mission Program, totaling $116,717 in 
2014. This program is a way of introdu-
cing young adults to mission and cross-
cultural experience and includes place-
ments in Guyana. The individuals work 
with other long-term lay missioners to 

help make meaningful contributions in 
the communities where they live and 
work.

The central house at 2685 Kingston 
Road serves as the base for most of our 
activities in Canada. Costs to support the 
operation of the central house in 2014 
amounted to $410,307 (13% of total 
expenditures). Scarboro missioners in 
leadership and administration live and 
work here. It also serves as a residence 
for our senior members and we welcome 
many visitors each year. In 2014, central 
house expenses amounted to $186,822, 
and in addition, maintenance and 
operating costs for the building totaled 
$223,485. 

The expenditure category of Sick 
and Retired includes the cost of medical 
needs and support for our infirm and 
retired members who have served faith-
fully for many years overseas, as well as 
funeral expenses at the time of death. 
We are an aging community and there-
fore the care of our senior members in 
Canada represents a significant portion 
of our ongoing expenditures (14% in 
2014), totaling $443,684.

Contractual Obligations totaled 
$298,809 (9% of total expenditures) in 
2014. This category includes annuity 
expenses of $134,691, as well as pen-
sion payments of $73,320 for former 

Scarboro workers in Japan. Another 
$89,544 was used to help lay mission-
ers resettle in Canada at the completion 
of their mission service, and $1,254 in 
other payments.

Finally, Direct Fundraising expendi-
tures of $65,605 included the costs to 
print our calendars, posters, magazines, 
mass and greeting cards, and other 
Scarboro Missions products.

A time to review and to give 
thanks

As the number of our priests and 
lay missioners declines, as well as the 
number of our benefactors, we continue 
to review the support we are able to 
provide to our various ministries. It is 
with joy and thanksgiving that we cele-
brate the successes in new endeavours 
and we rely on the Holy Spirit as we 
continue to journey in faith promot-
ing Gospel values through our mission 
work in Canada and overseas.

Reflecting on last year and look-
ing to the future in faith and hope, we 
remain grateful to you, our benefac-
tors and supporters, for your continued 
prayers, financial support, and encour-
agement. We remember you and your 
intentions in our masses and prayers. 
May God bless you for your continued 
support and generosity.∞

Fr. John Carten serves as the 
Treasurer General as well as on 
Scarboro’s General Council.

Witnesses posters

A s a young girl growing up in Pennsylvania, Rachel 
Carson enjoyed writing stories and reading books 
about the sea and was fascinated by the natural world 
around her. She combined these loves in a career as 

an aquatic biologist with the US Bureau of Fisheries until she 
became a full-time nature writer. After her 1951 book, The Sea 
Around Us, won the 1952 National Book Award for Nonfiction, she 
became one of America’s most respected contemporary authors. 
She wrote two other books on the sea. Her trilogy explores the 
whole of ocean life from the shores to the depths, while describ-
ing marine life in clear, elegant, and non-technical prose.

In the late 1950s Carson turned her attention to nature con-
servation. She took a particular interest in US government pro-
posals to eradicate certain insect pests with a massive chemical 
spraying campaign. One of the chemicals that most concerned 
her was DDT, a highly toxic pesticide that changed the molecular 
structure of living organisms. 

In 1962, Carson published Silent Spring, a book that brought 
environmental concerns to an unprecedented number of people 
in the United States. The book catalogued the environmental 
impacts of the indiscriminate spraying of DDT and questioned 
the logic of releasing large amounts of chemicals into the envi-
ronment without fully understanding their effects on wildlife and 
human health. 

She said, “It is not my contention that chemical insecticides 
must never be used. I do contend that we have put poisonous 

and biologically potent chemicals indiscriminately into the hands 
of persons largely or wholly ignorant of their potentials for harm.” 

Predictably, Silent Spring was met with fierce opposition 
by chemical companies who branded Carson as hysterical and 
extremist. These attacks backfired, however, because of her obvi-
ous sincerity, the list of scientific experts who had reviewed her 
book, and the well-documented examples she gave. For instance, 
Carson explained how pesticides sometimes kill many other 
forms of life that are not targeted. She cited the significant decline 
in salmon populations that occurred in the Miramichi River, New 
Brunswick, after DDT was sprayed to protect forests from the 
spruce budworm. In addition to killing the spruce budworm, she 
explained, DDT also killed the aquatic insects that the young 
salmon depend on for food and therefore left nothing for the 
young salmon to eat. She also let her readers know that there are 
viable alternatives to controlling insects and other pests without 
the use of chemical pesticides. She made the argument that in 
many instances natural or ecological methods offer a better alter-
native to combating pests.

Rachel Carson contracted lung cancer while writing Silent 
Spring. She died in 1964 not knowing that her last book would 
result in such a public outcry that DDT would eventually be 
banned for agricultural use worldwide under the Stockholm 
Convention. Today, the publication of Silent Spring is recognized 
as one of the signature events in the birth of the environmental 
movement.

Rachel Carson   1907-1964

         Knowing what 
I do, there would be 
no future peace for 
me if I kept silent...
It is, in the deepest 
sense, a privilege 

as well as a duty to 
speak out...

Scarboro Missions, 2685 Kingston Road
Scarborough, ON, M1M 1M4    
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Toll-free: 1-800-260-4815   
Fax: 416-261-0820   
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Photo credit: Erich Hartmann, Magnum Photos
By permission of Rachel Carson Council, Inc.
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        Witness to
  the integrity of creation 

“
T

he many obstacles Wangari Maathai overcame while 

advocating for women’s rights, the environment, and the 

poor have made her one of the world’s dominant symbols 

of hope. Growing up in the lush forests of the central high-

lands of Kenya, Maathai managed to avoid the brutality associ-

ated with colonialism and the Mau Mau rebellion, and graduated 

at the top of her class from a Catholic high school. In 1960, she 

won a scholarship to study in the US as part of the Kennedy Airlift 

program in which 300 promising Kenyan students were chosen 

to study at American universities. Another of these students was 

the father of US President Barack Obama. Maathai went on to 

become the first woman from East or Central Africa to earn a  

doctoral degree from an African university. 

Maathai’s early work as a veterinarian took her to some 

of Kenya’s poorest areas. She saw firsthand how forests were 

being cleared and replaced by commercial plantations resulting 

in drought, loss of biodiversity, and increased poverty and stress. 

She observed the profound impact on women: “They lack wood 

fuel, water, food, and fodder. They are poor, have no cash income 

and are confined to rural life. They find themselves in a vicious 

cycle of debilitating poverty, lost self-confidence and a never- 

ending struggle to meet their most basic needs.” 

The experience made Maathai determined to address the 

root causes of poverty and environmental destruction, which she 

saw as intricately linked issues. In 1976, while serving as chair 

of the National Council of Women, she came up with the notion 

of community-based tree planting. She soon developed the idea 

into a grassroots organization whose main focus was poverty 

reduction and environmental conservation through tree planting. 

Through the Green Belt Movement, as the organization became 

known, women have planted more than 40 million trees on com-

munally-owned lands such as farms, schools, and church com-

pounds. The Movement has since spread from Kenya to Tanza-

nia, Uganda, Lesotho, Malawi, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, and beyond.

Wangari Maathai, who died in 2011, and the Green Belt 

Movement have received numerous awards, most notably the 

2004 Nobel Peace Prize. Maathai said she saw tree-planting as 

a way to help women claim their collective power: “In the course 

of history,” she said, ”there comes a time when humanity is called 

to shift to a new level of consciousness, to reach a higher moral 

ground—a time when we have to shed our fear and give hope to 

each other.”

Wangari Muta Maathai   1940-2011

    In the course of history, 

there comes a time when humanity is 

called to shift to a new level of 

consciousness, to reach a higher moral 

ground. A time when we have to shed our 

fear and give hope to each other.
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“

Witness to the environment

      The 
way we 
see the 

world 
shapes 
the way 
we treat that world.

“

David Suzuki
D avid Suzuki has dedicated his life to nature and to the 

environment. As a child, his love of the natural world 

began with explorations of a swamp near his home. 

His fascination with the variety and surprise of nature 

drew him to a career as a genetic scientist. A second career as a 

broadcaster came out of Suzuki’s desire to make science relevant 

to the average person. In 1975 he created the long-running CBC 

radio series Quirks and Quarks. Four years later he became co-

host of CBC television’s The Nature of Things and has remained 

with the show for more than 30 years, stimulating interest in the 

natural world, pointing out threats to human wellbeing and wildlife 

habitat, and presenting alternatives for achieving a more sustain-

able society. 
Suzuki’s 1985 hit television series, A Planet for the Taking, 

issued a bold call for environmental respect and protection. His 

perspective was summed up in this statement: “We have both 

a sense of the importance of the wilderness and space in our 

culture, and an attitude that it is limitless and therefore we needn’t 

worry.” 
In 1989 Suzuki’s radio series, It’s a Matter of Survival, 

sounded the alarm on climate change. More than 17,000 shocked 

listeners wrote to him asking for ways to avert a planetary catas-

trophe. This outpouring of concern led directly to the creation of 

the David Suzuki Foundation that supports alternative models of 

community development and helps people make informed deci-

sions about their environmental footprint. Education for change 

in personal perspective and behaviour has always been at the 

heart of Suzuki’s environmental work: “The way we see the world 

shapes the way we treat that world. Is a forest a sacred grove or 

is it just timber and pulp? Is a river the veins of the land or just 

an opportunity for irrigation and power? Is another species our 

biological kin or simply a resource or commodity?”

He has spoken against governments who put short-term 

economic concerns ahead of the health of the planet. He has also 

taken on the professional skeptics who, he says, receive signifi-

cant funding from coal and oil companies for the sole purpose 

of delaying action against climate change. Their shortsighted 

science deludes many people and brings ecological risk to the 

tipping point. The truth of the matter, Suzuki says, is that there is 

irrefutable evidence to show that climate change is real and 95 

percent of scientists attribute this in large part to human activity. 

David Suzuki’s outspoken passion for nature has made him one 

of the world’s most recognized environmental activists.

Photo credit: David Suzuki Foundation
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Witness to nature

C
hief Dan George was born in 1899 on the Burrard 

Reserve in North Vancouver. He was given the name 

Geswanouth Slahoot. His first name was Anglicized to 

Dan, and when he entered a mission boarding school at 

the age of five his last name was changed to George. In 1951, 

after spending much of his working life as a longshoreman, he 

was elected chief of the Burrard Band, known today as the Tsleil-

Waututh First Nation (the People of the Inlet).

In 1961 Chief Dan George auditioned for a role in a CBC 

television series and was offered the part. Other acting roles fol-

lowed, including an Oscar-nominated role in the Hollywood film 

Little Big Man. Throughout his acting career, George was aware 

that he was seen by many as a representative of First Nations 

peoples. His desire to succeed was not so much for personal 

benefit but so that First Nations peoples would have their self-

confidence boosted by his success. For instance, he would never 

play a role he felt was demeaning to his people.

During Canada’s Centennial celebrations on Canada Day 

1967, Chief Dan George addressed an audience of 33,000 peo-

ple at Vancouver’s Empire Stadium with an unexpected and stir-

ring indictment of colonialism’s impact. He called on First Nations 

peoples to overcome their loss of freedom and shatter the bar-

riers of their isolation. His “Lament for Confederation” helped 

galvanize First Nations activism in British Columbia and created 

awareness and support among non-First Nations peoples. The 

following excerpt from the Lament also revealed the author’s 

deep appreciation of nature:

“Oh Canada, I am sad for all the Indian people throughout 

the land. For I have known you when your forests were mine; 

when they gave me my meat and my clothing. I have known you 

in your streams and rivers where your fish flashed and danced in 

the sun, where the waters said come, come and eat of my abun-

dance. I have known you in the freedom of your winds. And my 

spirit, like the winds, once roamed your good lands.” 

In his poems and speeches Chief Dan George spoke elo-

quently of the need to preserve the gifts of nature for their intrin-

sic beauty and for future generations. His words, “We are as 

much alive as we keep the Earth alive,” is the quote under Native 

Spirituality on the Scarboro Missions Golden Rule Poster, which 

presents the Golden Rule in 13 religions.

Chief Dan George died in 1981 but his wisdom lives on. Actor 

Donald Sutherland quoted from Dan George’s poem “My Heart 

Soars” in the opening ceremonies of the 2010 Winter Olympics in 

Vancouver:
“The beauty of the trees,

the softness of the air,

the fragrance of the grass,

speaks to me.

And my heart soars.”
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    Witness to wisdom

Chief Dan George   1899-1981

           We are as 

          much alive 

    as we keep the

       Earth alive.
“

Missionaries often recall the words of St. Francis Assisi and his advice to his followers: 
“Preach the Gospel and when necessary use words.” This is a wonderful definition of what 

it is to be a witness. Scarboro Missions is pleased to present its 32 poster set featuring 
women and men who have been outstanding witnesses to their beliefs and to the dignity of all 

creation. The set comes with a Teacher’s Guide and a Study Guide with suggested ways to 
utilize the posters in group settings. An ideal classroom and retreat resource.

Aung San Suu Kyi, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin, Rachel Carson, 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Dorothy Day, Anne Frank, Mahatma Gandhi, 

Chief Dan George, Helen Keller, Craig and Marc Kielburger, Wangari Muta Maathai, 
Elaine MacInnes OLM, Nelson Mandela, Bishop George Marskell SFM, 

Rigoberta Menchú Tum, Blessed Mother Teresa, Pope Francis, Pope John XXIII, 
Pope John Paul II, Monsignor Leonidas Proaño and Bishop Samuel Ruiz, Louis Quinn SFM, 

Archbishop Oscar Romero, Oskar Schindler, Vandana Shiva, Robert (Buddy) Smith SFM, 
Dorothy Stang SNdeN, David Suzuki, St. Thérèse of Lisieux, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 

Jean Vanier, Betty Williams and Mairead Maguire, Malala Yousafzai

Cost: $35.00 CDN. Shipping extra. Shipping costs will be added to invoice.
Order online at www.scarboromissions.ca    Email: mid-penny@scarboromissions.ca 

Tel: 416-261-7135, Ext. 284 (Toll free 1-800-260-4815)

ACTUAL SIZE:  13 x 19 in (33.02 x 48.26 cm)

SET OF 32 WITNESSES

Continued from page 5
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This summer, Ann McGowan (left), director of the Mary Ward Centre in Toronto, 
welcomed Paulina Gallego (centre) and other members of Scarboro’s Guyana lay 
mission team who gave a presentation on the One-Year Lay Mission Program. They 
shared their experiences of mission in Guyana, a multicultural, multifaith nation 
struggling with the impacts of poverty and climate change. 

Facing page: Some members of the Scarboro community at the central house on Kingston Road in Scarborough, Ontario. L-R: 
Paulina Gallego who completed a one-year mission program working in Guyana; Carolyn Doyle, coordinator of the One-Year 
Lay Mission Program; Frs. Frank Hegel, Dave Warren, Gerry Sherry, and Vince Heffernan; Ashley Aperocho who also took part in 
the one-year program and has renewed for another year in Guyana; Cynthia Chu who is missioned in China; Fr. Russ Sampson; 
Paul McKenna who coordinates the Department of Interfaith Dialogue; Frs. John Carten, Jim Gauthier, Gerry Donovan, Ambie 
MacKinnon, and Pat Kelly. Several retired priest missioners assist in a variety of areas including administrative duties, the lay 
program, chaplaincy work, and in offering teachings on Scripture and Catholic Social Teaching at the Scarboro Mission Centre.




