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The integrity of creation
Our 2015 calendar focuses on the environment to help us reflect upon and deepen our awareness of 

the sanctity of all creation. Pope Francis chose the name of Francis of Assisi because “Francis was a man 
of poverty, who loved and protected creation.” The pope said “let us be...channels through which God can 
water the earth, protect all creation, and make justice and peace flourish.” 

Earlier this year, Scarboro Missions expanded the name of its Justice and Peace Office to the Justice, 
Peace and Integrity of Creation Office (JPIC Office). Ecological justice with a focus on climate change  
is a first priority for the work of this office in recognition of a growing awareness of the urgency to act  
on climate change, a problem created primarily by wealthy countries yet posing a greater threat to  
impoverished people in the global South.

Dear partner in mission,

“To you, a thousand years are a single day, a yesterday now over, an hour of the night” 
(Psalm 90:4). 

How fast time goes by. The Psalmist reminds us that time does not stand still;  
nothing stays the same. With your tacit agreement about the fleetingness of time, let us  
consider how time and change can be blessings for us. 

We at Scarboro Missions, like so many individuals, families, and organizations, are 
facing new challenges. How we adjust to them will determine the nature of our future.  
In recent decades, we have experienced diminishment—many priests have been called to 
their eternal reward, seminarians and lay candidates are few and far between. 

 When we realize that the path we travel is getting narrower, it is time to stop and take 
stock. What is Jesus saying to us? Are we being called in a new direction?

At our 2012 Chapter, we decided to create a “One-Year Mission Program” geared  
particularly to young people. Many young women and men of faith feel called to serve God’s 
people in overseas mission, but upon finishing their studies, they find themselves in difficult 
financial situations. Often the time period that seems feasible is one year. 

Our new One-Year Mission Program was launched this year. Two young women, 
Ashley from Calgary and Paulina from Oakville, completed two months of discernment 
and missionary formation at Scarboro Missions. At the end of August, they left for Guyana, 
South America, where they joined our Scarboro team: lay missioners Donna and Bev, and 
Fr. Mike and Deacon Luis. For nine months, the two new missioners will serve where they 
are needed: with the poor, with children and youth, with seniors, and in parish ministry.   

We ask for your prayers and support for the new missionaries, as well as for our 
retired missionaries, priest and lay. We thank you for your spiritual and financial generosity. 
We remember you in our prayers and at our daily Mass. As we all face times of transition,  
let us join our prayer to that of the Psalmist:

  “Let the sweetness of the Lord be upon us! Make all we do succeed.” (Psalm 90:17).∞
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A s a young girl growing up in Pennsylvania, Rachel 
Carson enjoyed writing stories and reading books 
about the sea and was fascinated by the natural world 
around her. She combined these loves in a career as 

an aquatic biologist with the US Bureau of Fisheries until she 
became a full-time nature writer. After her 1951 book, The Sea 
Around Us, won the 1952 National Book Award for Nonfiction, she 
became one of America’s most respected contemporary authors. 
She wrote two other books on the sea. Her trilogy explores the 
whole of ocean life from the shores to the depths, while describ-
ing marine life in clear, elegant, and non-technical prose.

In the late 1950s Carson turned her attention to nature con-
servation. She took a particular interest in US government pro-
posals to eradicate certain insect pests with a massive chemical 
spraying campaign. One of the chemicals that most concerned 
her was DDT, a highly toxic pesticide that changed the molecular 
structure of living organisms. 

In 1962, Carson published Silent Spring, a book that brought 
environmental concerns to an unprecedented number of people 
in the United States. The book catalogued the environmental 
impacts of the indiscriminate spraying of DDT and questioned 
the logic of releasing large amounts of chemicals into the envi-
ronment without fully understanding their effects on wildlife and 
human health. 

She said, “It is not my contention that chemical insecticides 
must never be used. I do contend that we have put poisonous 

and biologically potent chemicals indiscriminately into the hands 
of persons largely or wholly ignorant of their potentials for harm.” 

Predictably, Silent Spring was met with fierce opposition 
by chemical companies who branded Carson as hysterical and 
extremist. These attacks backfired, however, because of her obvi-
ous sincerity, the list of scientific experts who had reviewed her 
book, and the well-documented examples she gave. For instance, 
Carson explained how pesticides sometimes kill many other 
forms of life that are not targeted. She cited the significant decline 
in salmon populations that occurred in the Miramichi River, New 
Brunswick, after DDT was sprayed to protect forests from the 
spruce budworm. In addition to killing the spruce budworm, she 
explained, DDT also killed the aquatic insects that the young 
salmon depend on for food and therefore left nothing for the 
young salmon to eat. She also let her readers know that there are 
viable alternatives to controlling insects and other pests without 
the use of chemical pesticides. She made the argument that in 
many instances natural or ecological methods offer a better alter-
native to combating pests.

Rachel Carson contracted lung cancer while writing Silent 
Spring. She died in 1964 not knowing that her last book would 
result in such a public outcry that DDT would eventually be 
banned for agricultural use worldwide under the Stockholm 
Convention. Today, the publication of Silent Spring is recognized 
as one of the signature events in the birth of the environmental 
movement.

Rachel Carson   1907-1964

         Knowing what 
I do, there would be 
no future peace for 
me if I kept silent...
It is, in the deepest 
sense, a privilege 

as well as a duty to 
speak out...
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        Witness to
  the integrity of creation 

“
T

he many obstacles Wangari Maathai overcame while 

advocating for women’s rights, the environment, and the 

poor have made her one of the world’s dominant symbols 

of hope. Growing up in the lush forests of the central high-

lands of Kenya, Maathai managed to avoid the brutality associ-

ated with colonialism and the Mau Mau rebellion, and graduated 

at the top of her class from a Catholic high school. In 1960, she 

won a scholarship to study in the US as part of the Kennedy Airlift 

program in which 300 promising Kenyan students were chosen 

to study at American universities. Another of these students was 

the father of US President Barack Obama. Maathai went on to 

become the first woman from East or Central Africa to earn a  

doctoral degree from an African university. 

Maathai’s early work as a veterinarian took her to some 

of Kenya’s poorest areas. She saw firsthand how forests were 

being cleared and replaced by commercial plantations resulting 

in drought, loss of biodiversity, and increased poverty and stress. 

She observed the profound impact on women: “They lack wood 

fuel, water, food, and fodder. They are poor, have no cash income 

and are confined to rural life. They find themselves in a vicious 

cycle of debilitating poverty, lost self-confidence and a never- 

ending struggle to meet their most basic needs.” 

The experience made Maathai determined to address the 

root causes of poverty and environmental destruction, which she 

saw as intricately linked issues. In 1976, while serving as chair 

of the National Council of Women, she came up with the notion 

of community-based tree planting. She soon developed the idea 

into a grassroots organization whose main focus was poverty 

reduction and environmental conservation through tree planting. 

Through the Green Belt Movement, as the organization became 

known, women have planted more than 40 million trees on com-

munally-owned lands such as farms, schools, and church com-

pounds. The Movement has since spread from Kenya to Tanza-

nia, Uganda, Lesotho, Malawi, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, and beyond.

Wangari Maathai, who died in 2011, and the Green Belt 

Movement have received numerous awards, most notably the 

2004 Nobel Peace Prize. Maathai said she saw tree-planting as 

a way to help women claim their collective power: “In the course 

of history,” she said, ”there comes a time when humanity is called 

to shift to a new level of consciousness, to reach a higher moral 

ground—a time when we have to shed our fear and give hope to 

each other.”

Wangari Muta Maathai   1940-2011

    In the course of history, 

there comes a time when humanity is 

called to shift to a new level of 

consciousness, to reach a higher moral 

ground. A time when we have to shed our 

fear and give hope to each other.
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Witness to the environment

      The 
way we 
see the 

world 
shapes 
the way 
we treat that world.

“

David Suzuki
D avid Suzuki has dedicated his life to nature and to the 

environment. As a child, his love of the natural world 

began with explorations of a swamp near his home. 

His fascination with the variety and surprise of nature 

drew him to a career as a genetic scientist. A second career as a 

broadcaster came out of Suzuki’s desire to make science relevant 

to the average person. In 1975 he created the long-running CBC 

radio series Quirks and Quarks. Four years later he became co-

host of CBC television’s The Nature of Things and has remained 

with the show for more than 30 years, stimulating interest in the 

natural world, pointing out threats to human wellbeing and wildlife 

habitat, and presenting alternatives for achieving a more sustain-

able society. 
Suzuki’s 1985 hit television series, A Planet for the Taking, 

issued a bold call for environmental respect and protection. His 

perspective was summed up in this statement: “We have both 

a sense of the importance of the wilderness and space in our 

culture, and an attitude that it is limitless and therefore we needn’t 

worry.” 
In 1989 Suzuki’s radio series, It’s a Matter of Survival, 

sounded the alarm on climate change. More than 17,000 shocked 

listeners wrote to him asking for ways to avert a planetary catas-

trophe. This outpouring of concern led directly to the creation of 

the David Suzuki Foundation that supports alternative models of 

community development and helps people make informed deci-

sions about their environmental footprint. Education for change 

in personal perspective and behaviour has always been at the 

heart of Suzuki’s environmental work: “The way we see the world 

shapes the way we treat that world. Is a forest a sacred grove or 

is it just timber and pulp? Is a river the veins of the land or just 

an opportunity for irrigation and power? Is another species our 

biological kin or simply a resource or commodity?”

He has spoken against governments who put short-term 

economic concerns ahead of the health of the planet. He has also 

taken on the professional skeptics who, he says, receive signifi-

cant funding from coal and oil companies for the sole purpose 

of delaying action against climate change. Their shortsighted 

science deludes many people and brings ecological risk to the 

tipping point. The truth of the matter, Suzuki says, is that there is 

irrefutable evidence to show that climate change is real and 95 

percent of scientists attribute this in large part to human activity. 

David Suzuki’s outspoken passion for nature has made him one 

of the world’s most recognized environmental activists.

Photo credit: David Suzuki Foundation
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Witness to nature

C
hief Dan George was born in 1899 on the Burrard 

Reserve in North Vancouver. He was given the name 

Geswanouth Slahoot. His first name was Anglicized to 

Dan, and when he entered a mission boarding school at 

the age of five his last name was changed to George. In 1951, 

after spending much of his working life as a longshoreman, he 

was elected chief of the Burrard Band, known today as the Tsleil-

Waututh First Nation (the People of the Inlet).

In 1961 Chief Dan George auditioned for a role in a CBC 

television series and was offered the part. Other acting roles fol-

lowed, including an Oscar-nominated role in the Hollywood film 

Little Big Man. Throughout his acting career, George was aware 

that he was seen by many as a representative of First Nations 

peoples. His desire to succeed was not so much for personal 

benefit but so that First Nations peoples would have their self-

confidence boosted by his success. For instance, he would never 

play a role he felt was demeaning to his people.

During Canada’s Centennial celebrations on Canada Day 

1967, Chief Dan George addressed an audience of 33,000 peo-

ple at Vancouver’s Empire Stadium with an unexpected and stir-

ring indictment of colonialism’s impact. He called on First Nations 

peoples to overcome their loss of freedom and shatter the bar-

riers of their isolation. His “Lament for Confederation” helped 

galvanize First Nations activism in British Columbia and created 

awareness and support among non-First Nations peoples. The 

following excerpt from the Lament also revealed the author’s 

deep appreciation of nature:

“Oh Canada, I am sad for all the Indian people throughout 

the land. For I have known you when your forests were mine; 

when they gave me my meat and my clothing. I have known you 

in your streams and rivers where your fish flashed and danced in 

the sun, where the waters said come, come and eat of my abun-

dance. I have known you in the freedom of your winds. And my 

spirit, like the winds, once roamed your good lands.” 

In his poems and speeches Chief Dan George spoke elo-

quently of the need to preserve the gifts of nature for their intrin-

sic beauty and for future generations. His words, “We are as 

much alive as we keep the Earth alive,” is the quote under Native 

Spirituality on the Scarboro Missions Golden Rule Poster, which 

presents the Golden Rule in 13 religions.

Chief Dan George died in 1981 but his wisdom lives on. Actor 

Donald Sutherland quoted from Dan George’s poem “My Heart 

Soars” in the opening ceremonies of the 2010 Winter Olympics in 

Vancouver:
“The beauty of the trees,

the softness of the air,

the fragrance of the grass,

speaks to me.

And my heart soars.”
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    Witness to wisdom

Chief Dan George   1899-1981

           We are as 

          much alive 

    as we keep the

       Earth alive.
“
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Missionaries often recall the words of St. Francis Assisi and his advice to his followers: 
“Preach the Gospel and when necessary use words.” This is a wonderful definition of what 

it is to be a witness. Scarboro Missions is pleased to present its 32 poster set featuring 
women and men who have been outstanding witnesses to their beliefs and to the dignity of all 

creation. The set comes with a Teacher’s Guide and a Study Guide with suggested ways to 
utilize the posters in group settings. An ideal classroom and retreat resource.

Aung San Suu Kyi, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin, Rachel Carson, 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Dorothy Day, Anne Frank, Mahatma Gandhi, 

Chief Dan George, Helen Keller, Craig and Marc Kielburger, Wangari Muta Maathai, 
Elaine MacInnes OLM, Nelson Mandela, Bishop George Marskell SFM, 

Rigoberta Menchú Tum, Blessed Mother Teresa, Pope Francis, Pope John XXIII, 
Pope John Paul II, Monsignor Leonidas Proaño and Bishop Samuel Ruiz, Louis Quinn SFM, 

Archbishop Oscar Romero, Oskar Schindler, Vandana Shiva, Robert (Buddy) Smith SFM, 
Dorothy Stang SNdeN, David Suzuki, St. Thérèse of Lisieux, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 

Jean Vanier, Betty Williams and Mairead Maguire, Malala Yousafzai

Cost: $35.00 CDN. Shipping extra. Shipping costs will be added to invoice.
Order online at www.scarboromissions.ca    Email: mid-penny@scarboromissions.ca 

Tel: 416-261-7135, Ext. 284 (Toll free 1-800-260-4815)

Witnesses posters

ACTUAL SIZE:  13 x 19 in (33.02 x 48.26 cm)

SET OF 32 WITNESSES

Thank you for your 
generous support of our 
work. A return envelope 

is enclosed with this issue 
for your convenience.

ORDER COPIES OF 
THIS CALENDAR

Give a gift of this calendar!

1 to 99 copies @ $1.00 each
100 to 199 copies @ $  .90 each 
200 to 299 copies @ $  .80 each 
Over 300 copies @ $  .70 each
Postage extra

Contact us with your order today 
for quick delivery!
An invoice will be included with your 
shipment.



“The bells of mindfulness are sounding. All of us 
know that our beautiful green planet is in danger. 
Our way of walking on the Earth has a great 
influence on animals and plants. Yet we act as if 
our daily lives have nothing to do with the condition 
of the world. Thich Nhat Hanh, Zen Buddhist Monk



The text on the bottom half of each calendar page is taken from Living with limits, living well! 
Hints for neighbours on an endangered planet, a workbook produced by the Jesuit Forum 
for Social Faith and Justice and published by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
$15.00. To order, contact CCCB Publications, 1-800-769-1147; Email: publi@cccb.ca
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

• Mary, Mother of God
• New Year’s Day
• World Day of Peace

• Baptism of Our Lord

• Epiphany
• St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

(1774-1821), first US born 
saint, widow, mother, founder 
of the Sisters of Charity

• Conversion of St. Paul

February 2015
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

December 2014
  1 2 3 4 5 6 
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
 28 29 30 31

• St. Thomas Aquinas, Dominican, 
philosopher, theologian 

• St. Marguerite Bourgeoys, 
foundress, Notre Dame  
Congregation

• Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity (to Jan. 25): “Jesus said 
to her: ‘Give me to drink’” 
(John 4:7) 

 www.oikoumene.org

JANUARY 2015
www.scarboromissions.ca

“Urgent words are coming from thousands of non- 
governmental organizations, big and small, who are 
fighting in many locations for a greener, more careful 
and more just economy. Crucial words are coming from 
religious voices and Indigenous leaders, speaking in the 
language of various faiths.”
Living with limits, living well! 
Hints for neighbours on an endangered planet

Photo: Carambola (starfruit), Brazil. Credit: John Carten, SFM



“We are losing our attitude of wonder, 
of contemplation, of listening to creation… 
Why does this happen? Why do we think 
and live horizontally? We have drifted 
away from God, we no longer read God’s 
signs.”  Pope Francis
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8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

March
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
 29 30 31

January
     1 2 3 
 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

• Presentation of Our Lord

• Our Lady of Lourdes
• World Day of the Sick• Family Day (BC) • Valentine’s Day

• 1st Sunday of Lent
• St. Peter the Apostle

• World Day of Social Justice (UN)

• St. Paul Miki & Companions 
(Japanese martyrs)

• Family Day (ON, SK, AB)

FEBRUARY 2015

• Chinese New Year  
(Year of the Sheep)• Ash Wednesday

• Anniversary of the death of Sr. 
Dorothy Stang, SND (1931-2005), 
advocate and martyr for the poor 
and for the environment of the 
Brazilian Amazon

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

“God’s redeeming energy is offered to us so that we can be 
partners with God in patiently turning the intricacies of our 
economic life in the direction of everyone’s human dignity, 
all-inclusive love of neighbour, and reverent delight in God’s 
good creation.”
Living with limits, living well! 
Hints for neighbours on an endangered planet

www.scarboromissions.ca
Photo: Zebras, Kenya. Credit: Natasha Vaz



“Creation is not a property, which 
we can rule over at will; or, even less, 
is the property of only a few...we care 
for it and we use it for the benefit of all, 
always with great respect and 
gratitude.”  Pope Francis



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11  12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 April
    1 2 3 4 
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
 26 27 28 29 30

February 2015
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

• St. Joseph (Patron of Canada)

• Archbishop Oscar Romero 
martyred El Salvador, 1980

• World Day of Prayer: “Jesus said 
to them: ‘Do you know what I have 
done to you?’” (Prepared by the 
women of Bahamas; www.wicc.org)

• Earth Hour, 8:30 pm
 www.earthhour.org

• St. Patrick’s Day

• Our Lady’s Missionaries founded 
1949

MARCH 2015

• 2nd Sunday of Lent

• 3rd Sunday of Lent
• International Women’s Day 

and United Nations Day  
for Women’s Rights and 
International Peace

• 4th Sunday of Lent

• 5th Sunday of Lent
• Third World Solidarity Day 

(Development and Peace 
www.devp.org)

• World Water Day (UN)

• Palm Sunday

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

www.scarboromissions.ca

“The phrase ‘a sustainable economy’ has been useful 
in helping people notice that economic activity has 
to recognize and respect the rhythms set by nature’s 
regenerative capacities, which our methods of production 
and habits of consumption must not violate…What is 
needed is ‘inclusive growth’ that respects environmental 
limits and provides basic health, education, and a dignified 
standard of living for all…” Living with limits, living well! 
Hints for neighbours on an endangered planet

Photo: Students gardening, Philippines. Credit: Mike Traher, SFM



“Let us accept the grace of Christ’s  
Resurrection! Let us be renewed by God’s 
mercy…and let us become agents of this 
mercy, channels through which God can wa-
ter the Earth, protect all creation and 
make justice and peace flourish.” Pope Francis



   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 March
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
 29 30 31

May
      1 2 
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
 31

• Golden Rule Day
• Easter Sunday

• Ridvan (Bahá’u’lláh, founder of 
the Baha’i faith, announces his 
mission; 12 days) • St. Mark the Evangelist

• Yom Hashoah (remembers 
the six million Jews who died 
during the Holocaust)

• St. Catherine of Siena

APRIL 2015

• Holy Saturday

• St. Kateri Tekakwitha, North  
America’s first Aboriginal saint, 
patroness of the ecology, the  
environment, and loss of parents

• Good Friday
• Passover (celebrates deliverance 

of the Jews from slavery in Egypt; 
8 days)

• 2nd Sunday of Easter

• 3rd Sunday of Easter

• 4th Sunday of Easter

• Holy Thursday

• Earth Day

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
“In spite of the unhealthy dimensions of our culture, 
we are never left without signs that we remain God’s 
children, capable by nature and by grace of generous 
action in faith, hope, and love.”
Living with limits, living well! 
Hints for neighbours on an endangered planet

www.scarboromissions.ca
Photo: Raindrops on a flower in the photographer’s garden. 
Ontario, Canada. Credit: J. deBoehmler; artistic-expression.com



“The thirst for power and possessions knows 
no limits. In this system, which tends to devour 
everything which stands in the way of increased 
profits, whatever is fragile, like the environment, 
is defenseless before the interests of a deified 
market, which become the only rule.” Pope Francis
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June
  1 2 3 4 5 6 
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
 28 29 30

April
    1 2 3 4 
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
 26 27 28 29 30

• Victoria Day (Canada)

• St. Joseph the Worker

• St. Joan of Arc, martyr

• 6th Sunday of Easter
• Mother’s Day

• 5th Sunday of Easter
• Sts. Philip and James, 

Apostles

MAY 2015
31

• Ascension Sunday

• Pentecost Sunday

• Holy Trinity
• Visitation of Mary

• International Day for Biological 
Diversity

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
“In our time, a haunting, compelling cry is rising from 
every corner of the Earth. The cry comes from 
neighbourhoods, regions, islands, and whole peoples 
suffering from polluted water, extremes of temperature, 
rising oceans, disastrous storms, droughts or floods, and 
the degradation of forests, vegetation, and soil.”
Living with limits, living well! 
Hints for neighbours on an endangered planet

www.scarboromissions.ca
Photo: Glacier on Mount Chimborazo, Ecuador. 
Credit: Philippe Henry



“We can’t talk about the poor. We must 
be poor with the poor and then there is no 
doubt how to act. We need to be poor with 
the poor and reappropriate a kind and  
tender relationship with Mother Earth.” 
Sr. Dorothy Stang, SND
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28 29 30 July
    1 2 3 4 
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
 26 27 28 29 30 31

May
      1 2 
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
 31

• National Aboriginal Day 
(Canada)

• Ste. Jean Baptiste (Quebec)

• Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles

• Father Art MacKinnon, SFM, 
martyred, Dominican Republic 
(1965)

• Feast of the Sacred Heart

• World Environment Day (UN)

JUNE 2015

• Father’s Day

• Corpus Christi

• Vesak (celebrates Buddha’s birth, 
enlightenment and final demise)

• Ramadhan (Islamic month of  
fasting begins)

• World Oceans Day (UN)

• World Day to Combat  
Desertification and Drought (UN)

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

“The heady days of rapid, often careless economic 
growth may well be over, with leaner times ahead… 
What an opportunity for Christians to put their Gospel to 
work by helping everyone discover the joy that comes 
with being less into money and much more into people 
and nature!”
Living with limits, living well! 
Hints for neighbours on an endangered planet

www.scarboromissions.ca
Photo: Planting trees as part of a community seedling and 
irrigation project. Malawi, Africa. Credit: Barb Michie



“This is one of the greatest 
challenges of our time: 
to convert ourselves to a type 
of development that knows how 
to respect creation.” Pope Francis
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• Canada Day • St. Thomas the Apostle

• St. Benedict, founder of 
Western monasticism

• St. Mary Magdalene • St. James the Apostle

• St. Ignatius of Loyola, founder of 
the Jesuits

• Sts. Joachim and Anne, 
parents of Mary

JULY 2015

• Eid al-Fitr (Islamic festival of the 
Breaking of the Fast; the end of 
Ramadhan)

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
“Resistance to the frightening news about the  
environment is understandable because the new  
ecological analysis challenges all of us to break  
habits that are powerful and entrenched.”
Living with limits, living well!  
Hints for neighbours on an endangered planet

www.scarboromissions.ca
Photo: North River Falls, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia.
Credit: Danny Gillis



“The future can exist only 
when we understand the uni-
verse as composed of sub-
jects to be communed with, 
not as objects to be exploit-
ed.” Thomas Berry
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• St. Alphonsus Liguori, 
founder of the Redemptorists

• Transfiguration
• Anniversary of the bombing of 

Hiroshima (1945)

• St. Maximilian Kolbe, Franciscan 
who volunteered to die in place of 
a stranger at Auschwitz

• St. Rose of Lima, patroness 
of South America

• Beheading of St. John the 
Baptist

• Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary

• Civic Holiday

AUGUST 2015
30 31

• International Day of the 
World’s Indigenous Peoples

• Anniversary of the bombing 
of Nagasaki (1945)

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
“What is required is a conversion, a change of mindset 
of how one looks at the world. We need those changed 
minds to grow and spread from one person to another, 
and we need vital democratic community groupings to 
take action at all levels of society.”
Living with limits, living well!  
Hints for neighbours on an endangered planet

www.scarboromissions.ca
Photo: Sunset, Guyana. Credit: Mike Traher, SFM



“God has joined 
us so closely to the 

world around us 
that we can feel the 

desertification of 
the soil almost as 
a physical ailment, 
and the extinction 
of a species as a 

painful 
disfigurement.”  

Pope Francis
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• Labour Day

• St. Matthew, Apostle and  
Evangelist

• International Day of Peace (UN)

• Sts. Andrew Kim Taegon, 
Paul Chong Hasang, and 
companions (Korean martyrs)

• Canadian Jesuit martyrs  
St. John de Brebeuf, St. Isaac 
Jogues, and companions

• Birth of Mary

• Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New 
Year; 2 days)

SEPTEMBER 2015

• Yom Kippur (Jewish Day of 
Atonement)

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
“We need to seek wisdom…to change our priorities. 
Our generation is summoned to work towards a 
transformation that will take the best efforts of all of us—
in scientific research, in economic planning, in political 
action and decision-making, and in education of 
consciences so that people can grasp the great ethical 
challenges facing our times. For believers, there is a 
mighty call to prayer...” Living with limits, living well!  
Hints for neighbours on an endangered planet

www.scarboromissions.ca

Photo: Butterfly on a yellow flower at Evergreen Brick Works, a 
community centre that inspires and equips visitors to live, work 
and play more sustainably. Toronto, Canada. 
Credit: J. deBoehmler; www.artistic-expression.com



“In the course of history, there comes a time 
when humanity is called to shift to a new level of 
consciousness, to reach a higher moral ground. 
A time when we have to shed our fear and give 
hope to each other. That time is now.”  
Wangari Maathai, founder of the Green Belt Movement
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• St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus 
(patroness of missions)

• St. Francis of Assisi, patron of 
animals, peace, and ecology

• Thanksgiving
• International Day for the  

Eradication of Poverty (UN)

• World Mission Sunday
• St. Luke the Evangelist

• World Food Day (UN)

• Sts. Simon and Jude, Apostles

OCTOBER 2015

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
“Hard times ahead can become joyful times of 
rediscovery. If we follow wisdom and draw strength 
from God’s world-embracing grace, today’s anxious 
economic struggles could become the birth-pangs of 
an era with more community, more justice, and more 
peaceful joy.”
Living with limits, living well! 
Hints for neighbours on an endangered planet

www.scarboromissions.ca
Photo: Cloud formations. Credit: Laura Perfili



“I would like to ask all those who have posi-
tions of responsibility in economic, political and 
social life, and all men and women of goodwill: 
let us be protectors of creation, protectors of 
God’s plan inscribed in nature, protectors of one 
another and of the environment.” Pope Francis
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• Christ the King

• All Saints Day • All Souls Day • St. Martin de Porres (Peru)

• Birth of Bahá’u’lláh, founder of 
 the Baha’i faith

NOVEMBER 2015
• 1st Sunday of Advent (Cycle B)
• St. Andrew the Apostle

• Remembrance Day
• Diwali (Hindu Festival of Lights; 

signifies a renewal of life)

Scarboro Missions founded by 
Monsignor John Mary Fraser 
(1918)

• Buy Nothing Day

• UN Climate Change Confer-
ence (to December 11 in Paris)
to reach a binding, fair, global 
climate agreement to limit global 
temperature increase to no more 
than 2ºC above current levels

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

“When someone puts the global challenge to love in 
these attractive terms, there is something in us that 
trembles, but also something in us that says: ‘Yes, that’s 
true. That’s what God wants. That’s “the good life” for all 
of us.’”
Living with limits, living well! 
Hints for neighbours on an endangered planet

www.scarboromissions.ca

Photo: People’s Climate March, the largest climate march in 
history. New York, September 21, 2014, two days before world 
leaders attended a Climate Summit at the UN. Similar marches 
were held simultaneously in 162 countries.
Credit: Associated Press



“It is a wholesome and necessary 
thing for us to turn again to the Earth 
and in the contemplation of her 
beauties to know of wonder and hu-
mility.” 
Rachel Carson, author of Silent Spring
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• St. Francis Xavier, patron of 
Scarboro Missions

• 2nd Sunday of Advent • Immaculate Conception

• Christmas

• Our Lady of Guadalupe 
(Mexico)

• St. Stephen, First Martyr
• Boxing Day

• 3rd Sunday of Advent

• 4th Sunday of Advent

• Feast of the Holy Family
• St. John, Apostle and  

Evangelist

• Srs. M. Clark, I. Ford, D. Kazel, 
and lay missioner J. Donovan, 
martyred, El Salvador

• Padre Montesinos’ Advent sermon, 
1511, against the oppression and 
murder of the Indigenous peoples

DECEMBER 2015

• Hanukkah (Jewish Festival of 
Lights; 8 days)

• Holy Innocents (Herod’s 
 massacre of all male infants)

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
“The anxious economic struggles of today could be a 
turning point into a future when we will have rediscovered 
simpler living, the joy of solidarity, the healing dimension 
of a slower, more rooted, and less individualistic lifestyle. 
This could be our chance to delight in nature as God’s 
creation and our common home, taking skilled care to live 
within the natural limits of our biosphere.”
Living with limits, living well! 
Hints for neighbours on an endangered planet

www.scarboromissions.ca
Photo: The Landing Trail at Antigonish Harbour, Nova Scotia. 
Credit: Danny Gillis




